
Creative Writing Syllabus  
 
Teacher: Ms. Kayla Hensley 
Classroom: 202 
Email: khensley@jocoed.net 
School Phone: 423-727-2620 
Planning Period: 
 
Welcome to Ms. Hensley’s Creative Writing class! In this class will will explore writing in 
various genres, including: short stories, poetry, creative nonfiction, and plays. We will create 
original works and develop our writing voices. In addition to completing our own writing, we 
will provide support the other members of our classroom’s writing community. 
 
Materials 

● A method for storing and organizing work (binder, notebook, folder, etc.) 
● Pencils 
● Pens 
● Loose-leaf paper 
● USB drive or access to an online drive (Google Drive, Outlook, etc.) 
● A folder or binder to be used specifically for the final portfolio 

*Paper, pencils, and pens are available at the back of the room if students need them. Students 
are asked to return the writing utensils and to please not be wasteful with the paper. 
 
Portfolio Project 
Throughout the year, students will try their hands at different genres of writing. They will find 
the genres they particularly enjoy. As they discover their favorites, students will create a 
collection of original works separate from class assignments revolving around a thematic topic of 
their choosing (example: self-identity, nature, emotions, etc.). The portfolio will contain a 
minimum of ten original compositions. At the end of the year, students will present a selection of 
works from their portfolio to the class. The portfolio will count as 25% of the final grade. 
 
Policies 
Late Work 
Late work will be accepted for partial credit. I will take off ten points per day it is late. 
  
Make Up Work 
Students will be given three days to make up work from an absence upon their return to school. I 
place all missing assignments, along with a weekly calendar of assignments, in the Missing 
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Work file crate. Work that comes in after three days will be considered late, and students will 
need to follow the late work procedures. 
 
Cell Phones 
This class will follow the school’s policy for cell phones. Cell phones should be silenced and put 
away during class time. If I see a phone out I will have the student put the phone on my desk 
until the end of class. If I see it a second time the phone will be given to an administrator. 
  
Bathroom 
Students are not permitted to use the restroom during the first or last 15 minutes of class, per a 
school-wide rule. When students use the restroom they will sign out on the log sheet and take a 
hall pass. Frequent trips to the restroom will be reported to an appropriate member of the 
administration. 
  
Plagiarism 
Plagiarism (using someone else's work as one’s own) is an extreme offense and will not be 
tolerated in my classroom. Students will not copy another student’s work, steal work from 
online, or have someone else complete the work for them. If I find that a student has plagiarized 
material, the student will receive a "0" for the assignment and will be referred to the office. 
 
The point of taking this class is to explore your own ideas through the written word. Make sure 
your work is original! 
  
Grades 
All grades in this class (participation, peer review activities, writing assignments) will count 
equally with the exception of the portfolio (25% of final grade). 
  
Grading scale: 93-100 = A, 86-92 = B, 78-85 = C, 70-77 = D, Below 70 = F 
 


